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DRINKWISE AND BOWLS AUSTRALIA ANNOUNCE NEW PARTNERSHIP TO HELP 

IMPROVE AUSTRALIA’S DRINKING CULTURE 
 
As the country’s best lawn bowlers prepare for the $250,000 prize-money Australian Open finals 
on the Gold Coast, social change organisation DrinkWise has teamed up with Bowls Australia to 
announce a new multi-year partnership to remind Australians about the importance of drinking 
alcohol responsibly. 
 
With two thirds of bowls participants aged 60 and over, the partnership comes at an important 
time with research finding an estimated 1.3 million Australians over the age of 50 are drinking at 
risky levels1.  
 
While the majority of Australians are choosing to moderate their alcohol consumption, some 
people find it challenging to reduce their drinking. This new partnership is aimed at educating 
bowls participants and supporters about the importance of drinking alcohol in moderation, 
including options to switch to mid, low and zero strength products, which are growing in 
popularity. 
 
A recent study predicted a 30% increase globally in the volume of zero and low alcohol products 
over the next three years2, yet 72% of Australians aged 50+ had not tried a lower strength 
alcohol product as a way to reduce their alcohol consumption3.
 
DrinkWise CEO Simon Strahan said the new partnership with Bowls Australia provides an 
important platform to continue to promote safe drinking practices to all Australians.  
 
“This partnership between DrinkWise and Bowls Australia will continue to educate Australians 
about making healthier and safer choices when choosing to drink alcohol,” Strahan said. 
 
“Research has found while overall drinking habits are improving for Australians, for older 
Australians, some of whom also participate in bowls, there are still too many continuing to drink 
at risky levels4.  
 
“While a game of bowls followed by a social gathering in the clubhouse is an important weekly 
routine for a lot of Australians, it’s also essential those who choose to drink alcohol are aware of 
the importance of drinking in moderation and the mid, low and zero alcohol alternatives available 
to them.” 
 
Bowls Australia CEO Neil Dalrymple has welcomed the new partnership with DrinkWise.   
 
“We’re really excited to partner with DrinkWise to help promote such an important message to 
bowls participants and supporters across our 1,872 clubs around the country,” Dalrymple said. 
 
“We hope this partnership will continue to remind bowlers of all levels and those who frequent 
bowls clubs for social gatherings to make informed choices when choosing to drink alcohol and 
consider mid, low and zero alcohol alternatives.” 
 
The DrinkWise and Bowls Australia partnership will see DrinkWise’s branding on full display 
across the Australian Open finals including in the lead up to the event, Bowls Premier League 
and World Bowls Championship for the next two years.  
 
Targeted localised activity will take place through local community bowls clubs, promoting 
positive drinking messages to the game’s 693,563 participants nationwide. 



 
 
This partnership with Bowls Australia continues DrinkWise’s behaviour change collaborations 
that emphasise the importance of safe and responsible consumption. 
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Notes to editors: 

Source1: National Centre on Education, Training and Addiction, Ageing and Alcohol: Drinking 
Typologies among Older Adults, Journal of Ageing, 2020 
Source2: IWSR Global Zero and Low Alcohol Strategic Study, January 2021. 
Source3: 89 Degrees East, Health Wellness and Drinking Habits of over 50s, April 2021. 
Source4: AIHW, National Drug Strategy Household Survey Report, 2019.  
 
 
ABOUT DRINKWISE 
DrinkWise is an evidence-based social change organisation dedicated to changing the Australian 
drinking culture to one that is safer and healthier. We do this through national education 
campaigns, partnerships with community leaders and organisations, and the development of 
practical strategies and resources that better support the community in relation to the responsible 
use of alcohol. DrinkWise is funded through voluntary industry contributions across the alcohol 
sector and has previously been in receipt of funding from both Coalition and Labor governments. 
For more information, visit drinkwise.org.au.  
 
 
ABOUT BOWLS AUSTRALIA 
Bowls Australia (BA) is the national sporting organisation responsible for the leadership, 
development and management of lawn bowls in Australia. BA is a not-for-profit organisation 
governed by a voluntary board that provides the strategic direction for the sport and the 
strategies that are implemented by the staff at the national office. BA’s members are the nine 
state and territory bowls associations. There are over 1,800 clubs and over 600,000 participants 
nationwide. For more information, visit bowls.com.au.  
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